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Abstract

This article analyzes how samurai values, especially the ones found in Bushido, have to a great extent
influenced the modern-day Japanese society. Although Bushido has traditionally been viewed as the
rightful ethical code of the samurai class, this paper puts forward its justification through the core
principles of loyalty, duty, honor, and martyrdom that the samurai class internalized and passed down
to their descendants. The investigation is based on an analysis of the samurai value system in the fields
of newspapers, schools, and companies, which still holds that the society of the Japanese people is
deeply integrated with these values. Even though Bushido has been negatively viewed in some cases,
such as its gendered nature, militarism, and lack of hierarchy, this paper asserts that the moral
principles of Bushido survive in some forms in the Japanese cultural identity, and they can be sources
of guidance in the realms of leadership and governance. The research also displays the struggle
between old and modern traditions in Japan, as well as people’s attitude towards some rigid elements of
Bushido that started to be questioned due to the globalization of society and changing social norms.
The central argument here is that the article provides evidence of the discussion on the balance of
preserving samurai values and adapting to the changing world in a modernizing environment and
suggests future research on Japan's international relations, where Bushido may still play a guiding role.

Keywords: Samurai values, Bushidd, Japanese society, loyalty, ethics, journalism, education, corporate
culture, national identity, globalization, leadership, gender, modernity, tradition

1. Introduction

Bushido, the code that samurai lived by, is deeply ingrained in Japan’s cultural identity and
remains a key feature of its social structure. The origins of Bushido can be traced to the
merging of Confucian, Buddhist, and Shinto principles, which formed a unique ethical
framework for samurai behavior (Nitobe, 1995; Collcutt, 1991) & 51, While Bushido, often
referred to as "the Way of the Warrior," was not a formal law but rather a set of unwritten
ideals passed down through generations, it emphasized loyalty, honor, personal integrity, and
duty to one's lord. Over time, it became a guiding force for samurai, shaping their actions and
relationships within Japan's feudal society (Benesch, 2014) Bl The core principles of
Bushido such as courage, respect, honesty, and self-discipline were not only central to the
samurai identity but also influenced broader societal norms.

Although Bushido is often compared to Western chivalric codes due to shared values like
loyalty and honor, the samurai’s adherence to Bushido was uniquely shaped by their cultural
context. Unlike the knights of medieval Europe, whose identity was primarily defined by
military service, the samurai’s commitment to Bushido also reflected a strong focus on
intellectual and spiritual discipline (Turner, 2004) 18, Self-discipline and spiritual restraint
were core to the samurai way of life, and they were expected to uphold these values both on
and off the battlefield. This created a distinct ethos that governed their martial conduct as
well as their personal and social behavior, setting the samurai apart as paragons of virtue in
Japanese society (Nitobe, 1995) [¢,

The historical accuracy of Bushido as a codified moral system has been debated. Scholars
argue that the idealized version of Bushido, as popularized in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, may not reflect the everyday practices of samurai during the feudal era (Benesch,
2013) . Nonetheless, Bushido continues to have a profound impact on modern Japan,
shaping various aspects of contemporary life, especially in the realms of media, education,

and business ethics (Pettman, 1993; Nakajima, 2011) > %41, These core principles, although
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adapted over time, remain a moral foundation that
influences public expectations in Japan.

In the media, samurai ideals are still widely celebrated, with
films, TV shows, and literature often depicting samurai as
symbols of honor, loyalty, and self-sacrifice. These
portrayals help maintain the relevance of Bushido in modern
Japan, even as the country has become a global economic
power. In education, Bushido continues to shape the
approach to moral and character development. Japanese
schools emphasize character-building, reflecting the samurai
values of discipline, integrity, and respect for authority
(Kanno, 2004) (4. This focus on personal development is a
direct result of the Bushido ethos, which placed great
importance on honor and moral conduct in relation to one’s
societal role.

In the corporate world, Bushido is reflected in the emphasis
on loyalty to one’s company, dedication to hard work, and
respect for hierarchical structures. These values, deeply
ingrained in Japan's business culture, foster a sense of
responsibility and long-term  commitment among
employees. Despite the influence of globalization and a shift
toward more individualistic cultures, Japan's corporate
environment still retains the values of loyalty and diligence
that were central to the samurai code (Nakajima, 2011) (141,
This paper seeks to examine the enduring impact of samurai
values, particularly Bushido, on contemporary Japanese
society. It will explore how these values are embodied and
perpetuated in key sectors such as journalism, education,
and corporate culture (Benesch, 2013) . While the
historical context of Bushido will be discussed, the primary
focus will be on its modern-day relevance and the ways in
which it continues to influence moral behavior and cultural
expectations in Japan today.

The study will take a qualitative approach, combining
historical analysis with contemporary case studies. It will
analyze both primary and secondary sources, including
academic literature, historical records, and media
representations, to trace the evolution of Bushido from its
origins to its current applications. Visual materials, such as
graphics and tables, will also be used to support the analysis,
providing clear examples of how Bushido principles are
embedded in Japanese cultural practices. Through this, the
paper aims to shed light on the continued influence of
ancient ethical codes on modern societal norms and
practices.

2. Historical and Philosophical Context of Samurai
Culture

The samurai class first emerged during the Heian period
(794-1185), a time when Japan's aristocratic culture was
flourishing and becoming increasingly influential. Initially,
the samurai were soldiers serving the noble classes, but over
time, they began to carve out a distinct identity. As the
feudal system strengthened, so did the ethical and moral
codes that would ultimately define samurai behavior. The
earliest samurai values were greatly influenced by
Confucian teachings, which emphasized loyalty, duty, and
righteousness as essential virtues (Collcutt, 1991) [,
Confucianism's focus on moral duty toward both family and
the state was fundamental in shaping the samurai code. By
the Sengoku period (1467-1603), a time of intense social
upheaval and warfare, these values began to evolve into a
more formalized ethical system, later known as Bushido.
The tumultuous conditions of this period pushed the samurai
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to establish a strong, collective moral code that could guide
their actions, not only in battle but also in their broader
relationships with society. This code, deeply rooted in
Confucian principles, helped the samurai position
themselves as both the moral and martial elite of Japanese
society (Benesch, 2013) 4,

Bushido, meaning "The Way of the Warrior," was never a
codified text; it was an evolving set of principles passed
down orally from one samurai to another. This code blended
military strategy with philosophical teachings to create a
unique samurai identity (Nitobe, 1995) [Bl. As both warriors
and scholars, the samurai’s ethical standards were shaped by
a combination of martial ethics and Confucian teachings,
which included loyalty, honor, personal integrity, and
righteousness. The core principles of Bushidd emphasized
that a samurai must serve his lord with absolute loyalty,
uphold a high personal honor, and demonstrate courage and
duty in times of adversity (Benesch, 2014) [%],

Although Bushido is often described as an unwritten code,
its principles were anything but vague or arbitrary. They
were communicated consistently through stories, teachings,
and real-life examples. These lessons were instilled in
samurai from a young age, ensuring that values such as
personal discipline, ethical conduct, and a responsibility to
protect the weak became central to their lives (Nitobe, 1995)
8, These principles were passed down through samurai
families and warrior schools, providing a moral and ethical
framework that guided their behavior in all areas of life,
from the battlefield to daily life. Despite the absence of a
formal written code, the consistent transmission of these
values made Bushidd an integral part of the samurai
identity, influencing not only their martial actions but also
their social relationships and moral obligations.

In his 1936 book Bushido: The Soul of Japan, Nitobe Inazo
played a crucial role in introducing Bushidd to a global
audience, particularly in the Western world. Nitobe, drawing
from both his samurai heritage and his Western education,
framed Bushidd as a universal moral code rather than just a
set of principles for the samurai class. His interpretation
emphasized the ethical dimensions of samurai values,
portraying them as guiding principles that could transcend
time, culture, and geography (Benesch, 2014) Bl Nitobe's
efforts to present Bushido as a universal code of ethics
helped solidify its place in the modern understanding of
Japanese identity and in the global conception of Japan’s
moral framework. His depiction of the samurai as
individuals who acted not out of blind obedience, but from a
profound sense of duty to the greater good, resonated deeply
in both Japan and the West.

However, while Nitobe’s work has been widely admired, his
idealized portrayal of samurai behavior has been critiqued.
Scholars like Howes (1995) 81 have pointed out that
Nitobe’s account of Bushido often overlooked the
complexities and contradictions inherent in samurai
behavior. His portrayal of the samurai as moral exemplars
does not fully capture the more pragmatic and sometimes
self-serving aspects of their lives, such as their shifting
loyalties or the brutal actions they sometimes took to
maintain power. Furthermore, critics argue that Nitobe’s
romanticized version of Bushidd was crafted to present
Japan as morally superior to the West, especially during a
time when Japan was striving to establish itself as a modern
world power (Howes, 1995) [8l. Despite these critiques,
Nitobe’s work remains influential in shaping how Bushidd
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is understood today, both in Japan and internationally, as a
symbol of Japan’s unique cultural heritage and moral
philosophy.

3. The Invention and Cultural Construction of Samurai
Values

The concept of Bushidd, as a unified moral code that is
widely recognized today, was largely constructed during the
Meiji period (1868-1912), a time of significant
transformation in Japan’s political, social, and cultural
landscape. The Meiji Restoration, which marked the end of
over two centuries of feudal rule, served as the foundation
for Japan's rapid modernization, enabling the country to
compete with Western powers. In this context, Bushido was
reimagined as a symbol of Japan’s traditional values and as
a moral framework to foster national unity (Benesch, 2013)
[2, However, this new interpretation of samurai ethics was
not rooted in an existing set of rigid principles followed by
samurai during the Edo period. Instead, Bushido was a
construct designed to serve the needs of the newly formed
nation-state. It was strategically crafted to promote loyalty
to the emperor and the state, emphasizing sacrifice, duty,
and honor within the context of national unity.

While Bushidd became a symbol of national pride and a tool
for building a cohesive national identity, historical evidence
suggests that loyalty among samurai was not as absolute as
this narrative suggests. Loyalty was indeed an important
virtue in the samurai code, but it was often influenced by
practical considerations and personal circumstances. For
example, during the Sengoku period (1467-1603), samurai
were known to switch allegiances depending on their
interests and the shifting power dynamics of the time
(Kanno, 2004) ™. This flexibility in loyalty contrasts
sharply with the idealized, unwavering loyalty to the
emperor that was later attributed to samurai during the Meiji
era. By constructing a more rigid version of Bushido, the
Meiji government aimed to emphasize sacrifice and
unquestioning loyalty to the state, disregarding the more
complex and sometimes opportunistic realities of samurai
behavior.

The reinvention of Bushidd during the Meiji period was not
limited to political discourse but also became deeply
embedded in popular culture, where it has continued to be
glorified and idealized. Today, the image of the samurai as
noble, self-sacrificing warriors persists in films, literature,
and other cultural media. This idealized portrayal has
shaped public perceptions of samurai values, which continue
to play a significant role in constructing Japanese national
identity (Ishii, 2012; Ishida, 2014) * 11, Movies like Akira
Kurosawa’s Seven Samurai and other period dramas have
portrayed the samurai as the ultimate symbols of honor,
bravery, and selflessness, often casting them as protectors of
the weak and defenders of justice. These portrayals have
become deeply ingrained in Japan's cultural consciousness
and have been widely distributed worldwide, further
cementing the samurai's status as cultural icons.

However, these portrayals are often far removed from the
reality of samurai life, which was frequently more pragmatic
and self-interested than the heroic narratives suggest.
Historical research and academic critiques have shown that
the samurai, at times, engaged in political maneuvering and
actions motivated by personal gain rather than noble ideals.
The samurai class was not immune to the political and
economic pressures of their time, and many samurai
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engaged in behavior that was more about self-preservation
and power struggles than upholding lofty ethical standards
(Bitd, 2003) ™. In popular media, however, these more
nuanced aspects of samurai life are typically downplayed or
ignored in favor of portraying them as paragons of virtue.
This discrepancy between historical reality and media
representation plays a significant role in perpetuating the
myth of the samurai as selfless warriors and shapes the
cultural narrative surrounding Bushidd and its values.

In this way, the media has helped to preserve and reinforce
the idealized version of Bushidd, making it a lasting symbol
of Japan’s moral heritage. These portrayals continue to
shape how both Japanese citizens and people around the
world perceive samurai ethics and, by extension, Japanese
culture. However, the challenge remains that such portrayals
can obscure the complex and often contradictory aspects of
samurai history, distorting public understanding of Japan’s
past and its moral codes. Therefore, while the idealized
image of the samurai remains a powerful and enduring
symbol, it is crucial to critically engage with these
representations and recognize their role in the cultural
construction of Bushido as a tool for national identity and
moral guidance.

4. Bushido’s Influence on Modern Japanese Society

The ethical foundations of modern Japanese journalism are
rooted in the values of the samurai, which emphasized moral
duty, loyalty to truth, and a commitment to public service
(Altman, 1976; Freeman, 2003) [ 6. During the Meiji
period, when Japan transitioned from feudalism to a
modern, centralized state, many of the country’s early
journalists were former samurai. These individuals carried
the ethical principles of Bushido, which were deeply
ingrained in their cultural upbringing. The samurai ethos,
particularly the emphasis on loyalty to truth and a duty to
serve the public good, had a strong influence on these early
journalists, who saw themselves as intermediaries between
the government and the people. They believed it was their
responsibility to uphold high standards of moral conduct,
even under political pressure, which was especially
important in a rapidly modernizing nation with a press still
in its early stages (Altman, 1976) (4.

The legacy of Bushidd is still evident today, as major
Japanese news outlets continue to prioritize ethical
standards and public service as core values. Despite
critiques of the media’s close relationship with the state, the
samurai-influenced principles of integrity, responsibility,
and loyalty to truth remain central to journalistic practices in
Japan (Freeman, 2003) €1,

Samurai values also have a lasting influence on Japanese
education, particularly in the emphasis on jinkaku keisei or
“character building” which remains a key focus in the
school system. This value, which stresses the development
of moral integrity alongside academic achievement, traces
its origins to the educational systems established during the
Edo period, when samurai families were often the primary
educators of youth (McVeigh, 2015; Nakajima, 2011) [*3 14,
The samurai’s focus on personal honor, discipline, and
responsibility laid the foundation for modern Japanese
educational ideals, which continue to stress the importance
of moral education in cultivating responsible citizens. The
idea that academic success is meaningful only when paired
with strong moral character reflects the samurai’s belief that
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education should foster both intellectual growth and the
development of ethical leaders.

Moreover, many of Japan’s prestigious universities were
founded by former samurai or individuals influenced by
samurai ideals. Institutions like Keio University, Waseda
University, and Doshisha University have embedded ethical
leadership and social responsibility as central values. The
founders of these universities viewed education not only as
a means to impart knowledge but as a way to instill a sense
of duty to society, an idea that mirrors the samurai’s
commitment to their communities and leaders (Watanabe,
2015) 29, This legacy continues to shape the ethos of these
institutions, which prioritize both academic excellence and
personal character development in shaping future leaders.

In the corporate world, the samurai's values still
significantly influence Japan’s business culture, particularly
in terms of loyalty, hierarchy, and hard work. The samurai’s
emphasis on respect for authority and seniority is mirrored
in Japan’s business structures, where promotions are often
based on seniority, and loyalty to one’s employer is
considered paramount (Benesch, 2013) . The samurai
code, with its emphasis on unwavering duty and sacrifice for
the greater good, has influenced the corporate culture to the
point where many employees view their relationship with
the company as a lifelong commitment. This concept of
loyalty goes beyond contractual obligations, reflecting the
deep-rooted samurai value of serving one’s master with
devotion and honor (Watanabe, 2015) 2%,

The samurai’s emphasis on diligence, respect, and personal
sacrifice has also shaped leadership styles in Japan’s
corporate world. Effective leadership is not only about
achieving results but also about demonstrating a
commitment to the welfare of employees and the broader
organization. In line with the samurai tradition, leaders are
expected to lead by example, showing respect for their
subordinates, working tirelessly, and making sacrifices for
the collective good (Nakajima, 2011) [*4l. These principles
are evident in the way many Japanese companies prioritize
long-term stability and collective success over individual
achievements, reflecting the samurai’s focus on the honor of
the group over personal gain.

5. Samurai Values and National Identity

The role of Bushido in shaping Japan's national identity is
undeniable, particularly during the Meiji Restoration (1868-
1912), which was a defining period in Japanese history. As
Japan rapidly modernized in response to Western
imperialism, the Meiji government sought to create a unified
national identity that could bring the country together under
a common vision. In this effort, Bushido with its values of
loyalty, duty, and honor became a central ideological tool.
The samurai ethos was reinterpreted, shifting from a warrior
class to defenders of the nation, with their loyalty to the
emperor becoming a cornerstone of national unity.

During the Meiji period, the samurai's loyalty to their feudal
lords was reframed to emphasize loyalty to the emperor.
This shift was crucial for Japan’s national consolidation and
the establishment of the imperial system, which became the
foundation of the country's political and social order. As
samurai moved from military roles to bureaucratic positions
in the modernizing government, their traditional virtues,
especially their loyalty, were recontextualized to align with
the new state’s ideals (Benesch, 2013) 2. This reimagined
version of Bushidd became a cornerstone of Japan’s national
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identity, helping to foster unity and a collective purpose
during a period of intense social and political upheaval.

In modern Japan, the legacy of samurai values continues to
play an influential role in shaping the nation’s cultural
identity. However, this legacy is not without its
complexities. On one hand, samurai values particularly
those associated with loyalty, honor, and duty are seen as
integral to Japan’s cultural heritage. They act as a bridge to
Japan’s traditional past and continue to influence the
country’s moral and social fabric (Takahashi, 2007) ],
These values are deeply embedded in various aspects of
Japanese life, from business ethics to social expectations,
and are often celebrated in popular culture, particularly
through the media’s portrayal of samurai as noble and self-
sacrificing figures (Ishii, 2012; Ishida, 2014) [ 191,

On the other hand, there is growing tension between these
traditional samurai values and the demands of modern life.
As Japan continues to modernize and globalize, the values
that once defined the samurai ethos increasingly conflict
with the individualism and global perspectives that
characterize the contemporary world. The rise of personal
autonomy, the erosion of hierarchical structures, and the
growing emphasis on individual rights all stand in contrast
to the collectivist and duty-bound nature of Bushido
(Hendry, 2003) [/l This tension is particularly evident in the
workplace, where traditional corporate loyalty and
hierarchical systems are increasingly being challenged by
more flexible, individualistic work cultures in Japan’s
globalized economy.

As Japan grapples with the challenges of modernization,
there is ongoing debate about whether samurai values
should be preserved or adapted. Some critics argue that
while these traditional values have played an important role
in shaping Japan’s national identity, they may not align with
the realities of modern society. Others, however, view
Bushido as a moral compass that can help guide Japan
through the complexities of globalization while maintaining
a sense of cultural continuity (Takahashi, 2007) 7], This
debate highlights the broader struggle in Japanese society
between preserving a traditional identity and adapting to the
demands of the modern world. As Japan continues to
evolve, it will be essential for the country to find a balance
that respects its history while embracing the challenges and
opportunities of the present.

6. Criticisms and Challenges of Maintaining Samurai
Values in Modern Japan

While Bushido has been celebrated as the guiding moral
code for samurai and a key component of Japan’s national
identity, it has also faced significant critique, especially in
modern discussions about its relevance and impact. One of
the main criticisms of Bushidd is its emphasis on
unguestioning loyalty and self-sacrifice traits often linked to
militarism and nationalism. Critics argue that these values,
when idealized today, can be problematic, particularly in a
global context where individual rights, personal autonomy,
and diplomacy are becoming more prominent. The loyalty
to one’s superior or nation, central to Bushido, has
historically been tied to nationalistic and militaristic
ideologies, especially in the years leading up to and during
World War 1l (Pettman, 1993) [°. This unyielding
allegiance to the state and its leaders can foster harmful,
extreme nationalism and militaristic aggression, as it
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glorifies sacrificing oneself for the nation or the emperor,
even at great personal cost.

Moreover, the Bushido code was not a universal moral
guide for all people in Japan. It was primarily a code for the
samurai, an elite class, leading to the marginalization of
other social classes such as peasants, artisans, and
merchants, who were not granted the same moral or social
privileges. Additionally, Bushidd has been criticized for its
gender exclusivity. The code was largely male-dominated,
with little room for women to participate in or benefit from
its moral framework. Women were excluded from core
tenets like loyalty and honor, which shaped samurai
behavior. Their roles were mainly confined to supporting
their male counterparts and managing domestic
responsibilities, which reinforced gender inequality
(Takahashi, 2007) [ This exclusion, combined with
Bushidd’s hierarchical and class-based structure, creates a
challenge when trying to reconcile samurai ideals with
modern, egalitarian values.

As Japan continues to modernize and become more
integrated into the global community, there has been
noticeable resistance to some of the more rigid aspects of
Bushido, particularly those related to its militaristic and
hierarchical elements. The rise of feminism and
individualism in Japan, alongside the growing influence of
global cultural norms, has led to an increasing challenge to
the values historically associated with the samurai. Feminist
movements, in particular, have been vocal in critiquing the
gender biases inherent in Bushidd, calling for a rethinking of
honor, duty, and the role of women in Japanese society
(Takahashi, 2007) 7], These movements highlight the need
for more inclusive values that respect and empower all
members of society, regardless of gender or social class.

At the same time, the pressures of globalization have
introduced new ideas about individual rights and freedoms
that conflict with the collectivist nature of Bushido. In
contrast to the samurai ethos, which often prioritized loyalty
to the group or the state over the individual, modern
Japanese society increasingly values personal autonomy and
individual expression. As younger generations become more
attuned to global values that emphasize individualism and
human rights, there is growing discomfort with the rigid
hierarchical structures and unquestioning loyalty that
Bushido promotes. These values, once central to Japan’s
national identity and corporate culture, are now being seen
as outdated and incompatible with the demands of a modern,
democratic society (Hendry, 2003) [],

New social movements in Japan have also played a
significant role in challenging the samurai ethos. These
movements, which focus on issues such as gender equality,
civil rights, and labor rights, have pushed for a redefinition
of key concepts like honor and loyalty. These redefinitions
seek to make these concepts more inclusive and relevant to
contemporary societal needs, rather than adhering to the
traditional, narrow definitions that served the samurai class.
Bushidd’s emphasis on sacrifice for the greater good and
blind loyalty to authority is increasingly viewed as
unsuitable for modern life, where democratic values and
individual freedoms are prioritized (Pettman, 1993) 1151,

7. Conclusion

This paper has examined the lasting influence of samurai
values, particularly those embedded in Bushido, on
contemporary Japanese society. Despite critiques and
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evolving societal norms, Bushidd remains a powerful force,
especially in fields like journalism, education, and corporate
culture. In journalism, the ethical principles of duty, loyalty
to truth, and public service that were central to the samurai
ethos still shape media practices in Japan today (Benesch,
2013; Nakajima, 2011) > 4. In education, the focus on
jinkaku keisei (character building) continues to play a
central role in shaping Japan’s educational system, which
values both moral development and academic success. This
legacy is evident in Japan’s prestigious universities, many of
which were founded by former samurai and continue to
emphasize ethical leadership as a key value (Watanabe,
2015) 29 In the corporate world, samurai-inspired values
like loyalty, hierarchy, and a strong work ethic remain
important, helping to foster long-term commitment to
companies and group success (Benesch, 2013) 12,

Despite contemporary criticisms of Bushidd for its gender
exclusivity, militarism, and hierarchical nature, the core
principles of loyalty, duty, and honor remain essential to
Japan’s cultural identity. As this paper shows, Bushido
continues to influence the behavior of individuals and
institutions in Japan, even as the country faces the
challenges of modernization and globalization.

The ongoing relevance of samurai ethics, especially their
emphasis on integrity, loyalty, and discipline, suggests that
Bushidd could offer valuable insights for global discussions
on leadership and governance. In a world where traditional
political and economic systems are under pressure, the
principles of Bushido—such as commitment to a cause
greater than oneself, the pursuit of personal honor, and
prioritizing collective well-being over individual gain—
could guide global leaders. These values are not only
relevant to government and business structures in Japan but
also offer a potential framework for leadership in an
increasingly globalized world. As nations face political
instability, economic inequality, and social unrest, the
values of integrity, loyalty, and discipline in Bushidd could
provide important ethical benchmarks for responsible
governance and international cooperation (Benesch, 2014;
Turner, 2004) 3 181, They could encourage modern leaders to
focus on collective well-being, uphold moral standards, and
foster trust and respect in their relationships with both local
and global counterparts.

While this paper highlights the continued impact of samurai
values in Japan, further research is needed to explore the
evolving role of these values in Japan's international
relations. Future studies could examine how Bushido ethics
influence Japan’s approach to diplomacy, trade, and military
relations, particularly with Western powers and regional
neighbors. For instance, the concept of Bushidd may still
shape Japan’s foreign policy, particularly in terms of loyalty
to alliances, national honor, and maintaining peace in the
Asia-Pacific region. Moreover, Bushidd's legacy could be
explored in the context of Japan’s response to global
challenges like climate change, human rights, and economic
development. Expanding research to include Japan’s
international relations would provide a deeper understanding
of how traditional cultural values continue to guide Japan’s
global stance in the 21st century.
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